
 
 

SAMPLE SCHOOL BOARD POLICIES  
 
Anti-Idling policy #1 
Source: School District No. 33 (Chilliwack) 
 
Idling of school district light duty vehicles and school buses shall be limited to one (1) 
minute, where idling is defined as the operation of the engine of a vehicle while the 
vehicle is not in motion.  
 
Exceptions: 
1. Vehicles assisting in an emergency activity 
2. Mobile workshops while they are in the course of being used for their basic 

function 
3. Vehicles where the idling is required as part of a repair process, a regular pre-

check maintenance process or to prepare a vehicle for servicing 
4. Vehicles that remain motionless because of an emergency, traffic or weather 

conditions, or mechanical difficulties over which the driver has no control  
5. Vehicles when the ambient outside temperature is more than 29 degrees Celsius 

or less than zero degrees Celsius 
6. Vehicles which are using their orange flashing warning lights/beacons 
7. Vehicles using lights while stationary during the hours of darkness or in 

inclement weather 
8. Any initial start-up to allow windows to be demisted and/or defrosted 
9. Vehicles idling while passengers are actively embarking or disembarking. 
 
 
Anti-idling policy #2 
 
Purpose: This policy seeks to reduce student and driver exposure to diesel exhaust 
particulate matter by limiting unnecessary idling of school buses 
 
Applicability: This policy applies to district-owned school buses and contracted school 
buses while being operated for the purpose of transporting the school district’s students 
at public expense. 
 
Idling Control Measures: 

A) The school district shall: 
a.  Relocate school building air intake systems more than 30 

metres away from school bus parking areas when practical and 
shall take other measures to reduce intake of school bus 
exhaust where relocating intake systems is not feasible, such as 
regulating closure of air intake vents. 

 
B)   A driver of a diesel school bus: 

a. Must turn off the bus upon reaching a school or other destination 
and must not turn on the engine until necessary to depart from 
the school or destination;  

b. Must park the bus at least 30 metres from a known and active 
school air intake system, unless the school district has 
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determined that alternative locations block traffic, impair student 
safety or are not cost-effective.  

 
 

C)   The employer of the school bus driver must ensure that: 
 

a. The bus or vehicle driver upon employment, and as necessary 
thereafter, is informed of the requirements of this policy and the 
reasons therefor. 

  
D)  The employer of the school bus driver must ensure that: 

a. All complaints of non-compliance are reviewed and remedial 
action is taken as necessary. 

 
Exemptions: The requirement that a driver of a diesel school bus must turn off the bus 
and must refrain from idling does not apply for the period or periods during which idling 
is necessary under the following circumstances: 
 

A)  Turbo-diesel Engine Cool Down or Warm Up 
a. To cool down a turbo-charged diesel engine for a period not to 

exceed 5 minutes before turning off the engine. (The cool down 
should be in accordance with the bus manufacturer’s 
specifications)  

b. To warm up a turbo-charged diesel engine for a period not to 
exceed 3 minutes. (The warm up should be in accordance with 
the bus manufacturer’s specifications). 

 
A)  Cold Weather 

a. If the outside temperature is between 0 degrees and –30degrees 
Celsius, idling to operate heaters is allowed for up to 15 minutes.  

b. If the outside temperature is below –30 degrees Celsius, there is 
no time 

      restriction on idling to use heating equipment.  
c. In cold weather, if bus drivers will be at a location for more than 

15 minutes, an indoor waiting area is encouraged. 
 
 
A) Safety of Children and Emergencies 

a. Use of lift equipment during loading or unloading of children with 
one or more disabilities; 

b. Use of a heater or an air conditioner of a bus during loading, 
unloading or transport of children with exceptional needs; 

c. Use of defrosters, heaters, air conditioners, or other equipment 
for safety or health considerations; 

d. Use of the bus headlights or four-way flasher warning lights for 
visibility purposes; or 

e. For other traffic, safety, or emergency situations. 
f. In any of the above cases, if equipment can be run from the 

battery then the drivers should refrain from idling, unless there is 
a significant concern of draining the battery. 

 
Maintenance of Operations 

A) To charge a battery of a school bus, if needed; 

 



B) For testing to verify that the bus is in safe operating condition as part of 
the daily pre-trip vehicle inspection, or as otherwise required, including 
to measure vehicle emissions. 

Source: www.moea.state.mn.us/publications/NoIdle-Policy.pdf   
 
 

Anti-idling Policy # 3 
Sample Bus Policy Language  

  
When a school bus driver drops off students, they are to turn the bus's engine off.  At 
pick-up, school bus drivers only turn on their engines when all students are in the vehicle 
and there is a clear path to exit the pick-up area.  

In colder weather, if the warmth of the bus is an issue, idling is to be kept at a minimum 
and will occur outside the school zone. The “warmed” bus is to enter the school zone as 
close to pick-up time as possible to maintain warmth, and then shut down.  

A bus is allowed to idle in a school zone if the physical layout of the school prevents the 
bus from “parking” to drop off the students. If this type of environment exists during p ick-
up, the buses are to arrive and park, even in a queue, and not start until the first bus is 
loaded.  

At school bus depots, limit the idling time during early morning warm-up to what is 
recommended by the manufacturer (generally three to five minutes). For cold weather, if 
your vehicle has a plug-in block heater, use that to warm the engine. The block heaters 
can help avoid starting difficulties and shorten warm-up times.   

Source: http://www.airwatchnorthwest.org/wa/NO_IDLE/SamplePolicy_Lang.htm



 

Idling Reduction Fact Sheet 

 
· Children breathe 50 percent more air per kilogram of body weight than adults.  

· Ten seconds of idling can use more fuel than turning off the engine and restarting it. If 
you’re stopped for more than 10 seconds – except in traffic – turn off the engine.  

· Idling buses tested had higher concentrations of particulates and carbon than moving 
buses 

· Idling buses tend to accumulate diesel exhaust, which may be retained during the ride 
depending upon bus ventilation rates.  

· A single vehicle dropping off and picking up kids at one school puts 1100 Litres of 
pollution into the air per month.  

· Children’s asthma symptoms increase as a result of car exhaust and asthma is the third 
leading cause of hospitalization among children under the age of 15. .  

· Asthma is the most common chronic illness in children and the cause of most school 
absences.  

· Exposure to vehicle exhaust increases the risk of death from heart and lung disease and 
lung cancer.  

· If every driver of a light -duty vehicle in Canada stopped idling for just five minutes a day‚ 
collectively we would save 680 million Litres of fuel per year. We would also prevent 
more than 1.6 million Tonnes of carbon dioxide from entering the atmosphere annually 

· With computer-controlled‚ fuel-injected engines‚ you need no more than 30 seconds of 
idling on winter days before driving away. Contrary to popular belief‚ the best way to 
warm up your vehicle is to drive it  

· If your vehicle has a diesel engine‚ idling actually lowers the coolant temperature faster 
than shutting off the engine. In other words‚ switching off the engine keeps the engine 
warm longer 

· Excessive idling can be hard on your engine. Because the engine isn’t working at peak 
operating temperature‚ fuel doesn’t undergo complete combustion. This leaves fuel 
residues that contaminate engine oil and make spark plugs dirty 

· By turning off your engine, you can save money because idling your vehicle for 10 
minutes a day uses up more than 100 Litres of gasoline in a year.  

· You can breathe easier because you won't have to breathe in exhaust fumes from a 
vehicle that is going nowhere.  

· You can spare the air to combat problems such as smog and climate change; we all 
need to use energy more wisely. 

  http://www.airwatchnorthwest.org/wa/NO_IDLE/Anti_Idle_FactSheet_short.html (2005) 

http://oee.nrcan.gc.ca/communities-government/transportation/municipal-communities/articles/idling-
tips.cfm?attr=28 
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