
EDIT OR AMEND THIS FORM TO BE CONSISTENT WITH YOUR RULES AND EXPECTATIONS. AMEND THE FORM FOR A WALKING  SCHOOL BUS OR BICYCLE TRAIN. INCLUDE REQUIREMENTS THAT MAY BE SPECIFIC TO YOUR ROUTE.

Family Agreement Form

The Walking School Bus/Bicycle Train Program was designed to provide our students with an organized, safe, and healthy option for their journey to school. The program is maintained through parent volunteers. Parents must ensure that all child participants are aware of the rules and expectations.

Parent Commitment  

I,                                                                            as a parent of a child on the Walking School Bus/Bicycle Train, will teach pedestrian or cycling safety skills to my child and thoroughly review the following rules and regulations with them:   

· Students must arrive at the designated "bus stop" on time each morning.  At the end of the school day, the Walking School Bus/Bicycle Train leaves at            p.m. from  ____ (NOTE: describe location of meeting place at the school). 

· On the way to school, groups will wait for one minute at each stop but will NOT be able to wait any longer for students who are late. If students miss the WSB/BT departure from school, they must report to the school office so that parents or caregivers can be notified. 

· All students must follow the instructions and directions provided by the Walking School Bus/Bicycle Train Leader and listen to other parent volunteers on that route.

· Students must follow the WSB/BT leader and walk/cycle in an orderly manner, ensuring their own safety and that of the other students traveling with them.  

· FOR WSB: Students must stay on the sidewalks, or walking paths where provided. Please respect the lawns and gardens in the neighbourhood. 

· FOR BT: Cyclists must stay on the best route, cycle in a straight line, single file, behind the Bicycle Train leader. 

· Students are responsible for carrying their own backpacks.   

· Parents will be at home or at the ‘bus stop’ when the Walking School Bus or Bicycle Train returns. If they are away, they must make arrangements for the care of their child. Play dates with other children on the Walking School Bus or Bicycle Train  should be reported to the WSB or BT leader ahead of time, so that the leaders are prepared to leave children with someone other than their parent/guardian. 

Any student behaving in an inappropriate manner will be given one warning, at which time their parents will be notified and encouraged to review pedestrian/cycling safety and Walking School Bus or Bicycle Train requirements and expectations with their child.  In the event of a second occurrence, the child may be asked to discontinue participation in the program. 

Walking School Bus or Bicycle Train leaders will drop off and pick up students at the designated location at the school. Leaders are not responsible for taking your child to their classroom. 

(Your school  may make an exception for this when a class teacher requires Kindergarten students to be dropped off or picked up from their classrooms.) 

Note: Bicycle Train requirements would also include provision of a bicycle,  in good working order is the right size for the young cyclist.  In addition a certified bicycle helmet that fits is also necessary, along with a bicycle lock for use at the school bike rack. 

Walking School Bus/Bicycle Train Participant:  Pledge

I, ______________________________________________________ , wish to be a member of  ____________________________________________________________________________

(name or neighbourhood for the Walking School Bus/Bicycle Train group)

I agree to the following rules: (discuss these with your parent and place a check mark in each box below).

· I will be on time and not keep everyone waiting.

· I will obey all the traffic rules and demonstrate safe pedestrian/cyclist behaviour. 

· I will listen to the parent volunteer Walking School Bus or Bicycle Train  Leader who is taking us to school or home from school.

· I will not speed ahead or keep the group waiting because I am going too slow or fooling around. I will walk/cycle safely and I will be on my best behaviour.

· Arrangements will be made so that someone will be at home to meet me after school or: 

· My parents agree that I can be dropped off at home after school with my own house key. 

· The pick-up place each morning will be   (NOTE LOCATION) at ____________ am.

· The  Walking School Bus or Bicycle Train will gather at school at (location of meeting place)  at ____________ p.m.

· I will not go to school or leave school by myself or with friends or anyone else unless I have my parent’s written permission, and the WSB/BT leader knows about this arrangement.

· I will notify the WSB//BT leader if I am not going to walk to or from school with the WSB/CSB for any reason.

Late Policy

·  If I am late and the WSB/BT has already gone without me, I will inform the school office so that arrangements can be made for my safe journey home. I will wait in the office until my parent/caregiver comes to pick me up. My parent/caregiver is responsible for getting me to or from school if I am late.

· I have learned traffic safety rules and know how to walk and/or cycle safely. When I cycle, I always wear a helmet and follow the rules of the road. 

One Chance Rule

· I understand that if I behave in an unsafe manner in traffic, or I do not listen to and obey the directions of the WSB/BT leader, I will be given a warning and my parent/caregiver will be informed. This will be my first and last chance. If I do not follow the rules and behave as expected, I understand that I will not be allowed to continue being a member of the Walking School Bus or Bicycle Train  

Child Signature:  

Date: 

Parent Signature: 

Date:


